Magdalen Community at ‘Rothko Chapel
Sfunc\a\(& August 10, 2006, 1000 am.

The Maﬂcﬁzfen Cammum’ry is a connective commum’ry Séélélhﬂ conversation and cﬁ’afaﬂue with other

Sjaz%z’maﬁ’rz’es and re@z’aus traditions.
Oypening Meditation

Does the soul have a Boafy, or the Boafy a soul?
---Charles Hartshorne, from Creative Synrﬁeﬂ’s and ?ﬁz’fasgaﬁz’c Method

Gwo Vaoices for Meditation

fvery existence in nature, every existence in the human world, every cultural work that we create, is
sometﬁing which was given, or is Eeing gi\/en to us, re[ative[y syeaﬁing, ‘But as everytﬁing is origina[[ one, we
are, in actua[ity, giving out everytﬁing, ‘Moment cycrer moment we are creating sometﬁing, and this is the joy
@C our ﬁfe, But this “1” which is creating and a[ways gi\/ing sometﬁing is not the “small 77; it is the “Eig 1”
FEven tﬁougﬁ you do not realize the oneness @C this “Eig 7” with everytﬁing, when you give sometﬁing you fee[
gooa(, because at that time you fee[ at one with what you are giving, This is wﬁy it fee[s better to give than to
take.
---Sﬁumfyu Suzuki, from Zen Mind, QS’eﬂz’nner’s Mind

The holiness @C goaf consists, 1 dare to say, not ina strange reconciliation @C justice and mercy, each somehow
an ultimate yrinci}aﬁz @C value, but in the singﬂz aim at the one yrimary gooa(, which is that the creatures
should erg’o_y rich harmonies @C [iving, and pour this richness into the one ultimate receymcﬁz @C all
achievement, the ﬁfe @C God.

---Charles Hartshorne, from The Divine Reﬁzrzﬁ/z’ry

Readings and Call to Conversation

Then Paul stood in front @C the ﬂreoyagus and said, “Athenians, 1 see how extreme[y re[igious you are in
every way. For as 1 went tﬁrougﬁ the city and looked carefu[[y at the oﬁjects (yc your worsﬁi}a, 1 founa( among
them an altar with the inscri}ation, “To an unknown goaﬁ” What tﬁerefore you worsﬁi}a as unknown, this 1
}Wocfaim to you. The goaf who made the world and everytﬁing in it, he who is Lord @C heaven and earth, does
not live in shrines made Ey human hands, nor is he served Ey human hands, as tﬁougﬁ he needed anytﬁing,
since he ﬁimseﬁc gives to all mortals ﬁfe and breath and all tﬁings, From one ancestor he made all nations to



inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times @C their existence and the boundaries @C the p[aces where
tﬁey would (ive, so that tﬁey would search for goaf and perﬁa}as grope for him and fina( ﬁim—tﬁougﬁ indeed
he is not far from each one @C us. For “In him we live and move and have our Being”; as even some @C your
OWn poets have said, “For we too are his (yﬁcs}aring.”

---Acts @C the ﬂpostﬁzs 17:22-28

God is simifar[y both eternal and tem}aom[ in a[f—smyassing ways; God alone has an eternal ina(ivia(ua[ity,
meaning unborn and una(ying, and God alone has ery’oyea( the entire past and will enjoy all the future. He-
She is both pﬁysica[ and syiritua[, and the divine 600(}/ ... s a[f—smyassing and all-inclusive @C the
creature[y bodies, which are to God as cells to a su}aerceffufar organism. His-Her spirit embraces all the

ysycﬁica[ there is with a[f—su@aassing, unstinted love.
X X X

le you or 1 had made aﬁﬁcerent decisions, goaf would have ery’oyea( (or suﬁcered) these other decisions. ﬂnytﬁing
that could be actual goaf could afivine[y have, but what goaf actua[[y has aﬁzpenafs partfy on creature[y
decisions. This is the social structure @C existence. The primacy @C love means that there is no }90551’6&2 value
that any Eeing could have sim}afy in and 6}/ itseﬁc, or sim}afy 6}/ its own decision.

---Charles Hartshorne, from Omng’aarence and Other ’]"ﬁeafaﬂz’mf Mistakes

ﬂccomfing to Cﬁristianity, every existence in nature is sometﬁing which was created for or given to us 6}/ God.
That is the pe*gcect idea @C gving. But 1f you think that God created man, and that you are somehow separate
from goaf, you are [iable to think that you have the aﬁiﬁty to create sometﬁing separate, sometﬁing not gi\/en

By ﬂ-ﬁm ... We soonforget aﬁout gOC{

When we sit in the cross-ﬁzggea( _posture, we resume our funa(amenta[ activity @C creation. There are perﬁa}as
three kinds @C creation. The first is to be aware @C ourselves cycrer we fim’sﬁ zazen. When we sit we are notﬁing,
we do not even realize what we are; we J'ust sit. But when we stand up, we are there! That is the first step n
creation. When you are there, everytﬁing else is there; everytﬁing is created all at once. When we emerge from
notﬁing, when everytﬁing emerges from notﬁing, we see it all as a fresﬁ new creation . . . The second kind @C
creation is when you act, or }Woafuce or prepare sometﬁing [ike fooa( or tea. The third kind is to create
sometﬁing within yourseﬁc, such as education, or culture, or art, or some system for our society. So there are
three kinds @C creation. ‘But 1f you forget the first, the most im}aortant one, the other two will be [ike children
who have lost their parents; their creation will mean notﬁing.
---Sﬁumfyu Suzuki, from Zen ‘Mind, QS’eﬂz’nner’s Mind



The central question @C re[igion cannot be, “What about heaven and hell?” but must be, “What about
goaf, cosmic mind and love, exalted in princi}a[é above all else, the on[y indestructible, all inclusive, yet
individual, Eeing?

The Ee[ief that God does not sim}afy and com}aﬁzte[y make tﬁings, but Erings it about that tﬁey partfy
make themselves and one another, does not mean that the divine creating is just one more case @C creating. In
princi}aﬁz, the divine action has unrivaled su}aeriority. ‘Most oﬁvious[y it is divine decision which determines
the form @C the statistical or approximate cosmic orderliness, ﬁzaving the details for the creatures to settle. . .
On[y God can be guamnteea( to make iaﬁza[fy wise use @C that we have been.

The su}aernatum[ is real; but the su}aernatum[ is goaf, not ﬁumanity. In the su}aernatum[ rea[ity @C goaf,
unbounded in space, unborn and una(ying, the bounded, fmgmentary rea[ity @C each @C us 1is im}aem’sﬁaﬁfy
included, a aﬁzfinite quantum in the Llfe which is all-in-all, or in which “we live and move and have our
Eeing.”

---Charles Hartshorne, from Omng’aarence and Other ’]"ﬁeafaﬂz’mf Mistakes

A Closing in Silence from the Gospel of (Mary

“] go now into Silence.”
ﬂ-[aving said this, Q\/[ary became silent,
for it was in silence that the Teacher spoEe to her.

As an expression @C cgayreciation to The Rothko Cﬁa}ae[ for use @C this sacred space,
your love (yﬁcering in the box marked "Maga(aﬁzn Community"
will be gmtefu[fy received.

For more information about the CMangafen Communiry, pfease contact ‘Brizfgitt ﬂyers,
<61ﬁcﬁey@rice.ezfu>. Please include “CMangafen Commum’ry” in the Squ@CI’ (ine.



