Magdalen Communitg atl Rothko Chapel
Sunday, September 3, 2006, 1000 am.

The Maﬂaﬁfen Cammum’ty is a connective commum’ty Séélélhﬂ conversation

and . cﬁ’a[ogue with other Sjaz%z%uaﬁ’tz’es and re@z’aus traditions.

Open'\ng Creation Stoné from Ancient 'Eggpt’. Akhecnaten
in Egqupt 15350-1305 BC

Beautgcu[ you rise, O eternal [iving goaﬂ You are radiant, [ove[y, yowmfu[,
Your love is great, a[f—encom}aassing,
Your rays make all radiant,
Your Erigﬁtness gives ﬁfe to hearts,
When you fi[f the Two Lands with your love.
(ﬂ’assage founa( in Matthew Fox, One River, Q\/lcmy Wells, 77)

Gwo Parables for Meditation and Conversation
A Reading from Luke 14: 16-23

But he said to him, “A man once gave a great Eanquet, and invited many; and at the time for the
Eanquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for all is now reaa(y,’ But tﬁey
all alike Began to make excuses. The first said to him, “I have Bougﬁt a fie[a(, and 1 must go out and see
it; 1 pray you, have me excused.” And another saia(, ‘7 have Eougﬁt five yoEe (yc oxen, and 11 go to
examine tﬁem,‘ 1 pray you, have me excused.” And another saia(, “7 have married a w1fe, and tﬁerefore 1
cannot come.’ So the servant came and reyortea( this to his master. Then the householder in anger said
to his servant, ‘Go out quicﬁfy to the streets and lanes (yc the city, and Ering in the _poor and maimed
and blind and lame.” And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is
room.” And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the ﬁigﬁways and ﬁea(ges, and com}ae[ yeoyﬁz to

come in, that my house may be filled”
A Reading from the Gospel of Thomas

Mary said to Jesus, "What are your afisciyﬁzs [ike?" He said, " ﬁey are like children [iving ina fie[a(

that is not theirs."



A Dialogue Between Science and Religion for (MNeditation and

Conversations
What is faitﬁ? ?ﬁysicist Tritj@c Ca}am asked Thomas Matus, a member @C the Benedictine Community.

Matus answered:

It's hard to aﬁzfine faitﬁ ina few words. ITn a genem[ sense, re[igious faitﬁ is a kind @C Enowﬁza@e and a kind @C
exyerience. Faith includes an element @C smym’se as well; it is an experience @C rea[ity that is su@arising, yet it
also rings true to our nature. In the biblical tradition and in Cﬁristianity, it's em}aﬁasizeaf that faitﬁ as
Enowﬁza@e @C God is a gifr @C God. However, faitﬁ is more than mere intellectual assent to information fea( into
our minds from outside, even 95 it comes from God. Faith includes God's segc-afiscfosure within us and our

response to God, which is fugci[ﬁzaf in love.

Another Benedictine, David Steindl-Rast chimes in:

"“Faith , 1 would say, is a matter @C trust. Coumgeous trust in that ultimate Eefonging which you experience
n your re[igious moments, in your peaE moments. Faith is that inner gesture Ey which you entrust yourseﬁc
to that Ee[onging. The element @C trust is primary. Faith is courageous trust in Ee[onging. In our great
Moments, we experience that Ee[onging. ‘But it seems too gooa( to be true, and so we cannot quite entrust
ourselves to it. But when we do entrust ourselves to ﬁfe, to the world, then our attitude is faitﬁ in the aﬁzepest

sense.

Tﬁysicist Capra respona(s:

This exists also in science, interesting[y enougﬁ. Your know that every ﬁza}a into noveﬁfy, every afiscovery, is an
intuitive ﬁzcga. But there are some scientists who are more intuitive than others. And the most ﬁigﬁfy intuitive
scientists have this kind @C faitﬁ. It's very ty}aica[ @C them that tﬁey somehow know it in their bones that this
will lead them somewhere, and tﬁey can trust this intuition. ﬂ-(éisenﬁerg, for instance, said that in the ear[y
1920's, }960}9&2 s[ow[y got "into the spim’t" @C quantum mechanics Eefore tﬁey were able to formu[ate it, and
that was a ﬁigﬁfy intuitive tﬁing... T ﬁey have insigﬁt, but tﬁey cannot talk about it yet, tﬁey cannot

formu[ate it. So there is sometﬁing [ike faitﬁ in science, too.

David respona(s:

Well, the Eucharist could be understood as a celebration @C our ultimate Ee[onging, and as such it has to be
all-inclusive. That would, @C course, mean that everyﬁoa(y is welcome at the table, because that's what
Eefonging is all about. Understood in this way, the Fucharist would be a celebration @C our Ee[onging to the
tradition @C Jesus Christ, but it would, Ey its very symﬁofism exp[oaﬁz this tradition to include all traditions.
It would be a celebration for Eefonging to the whole @C creation, a celebration @C our ultimate Eefonging to

God.



A Closing in Silence from the Gospel of C")atg

"] go now into Silence.”
?(aving said this, Q\/[ary became silent,
for it was in silence that the Teacher spoﬁe to her.

As an expression qf cgapreciation to The Rothko Cﬁa}oe[ for use qf this sacred space,
your love qﬁcering in the box marked "Maga(aﬁzn Community"
will be gmt@fu[[y received.

For more informatian about the CMangafen Commum’ty, yfease contact ‘Brizfgitt ﬂyers,
<61ﬁc§ey@rice.ezfu>. Please include “Mangafen Commum’ry” in the suﬁject (ine.



