Magdalen Community at “Rothko Chapel

Sunday, July 16, 2006, 10200 am.

The Maﬂaﬁfen Cammum’ty is a connective cammum’ty seeléz’nﬂ conversation

and . cﬁ’afaﬂue with other yaz%z%uaﬁ’tz’es and . re@z’aus traditions.

Call to Silence and Opening (Meditation

A fisﬁ cannot drown in water,
A bird does not fa[f n air.
In the fire (yc its maEing,

Gold doesn’t vanish:
The fire Erigﬁtens.

Fach creature God made

Must [ive in its own true nature;

How could 1 resist my nature,

That lives for oneness with God?

—--Mechtild (yc Maga(eﬁurg (c. 1207—c. 1282) from Women in Praise OJ( the Sacred ed. Jane ﬂ-(irsﬁfie[a(

Opening ‘Dialogue

Solo: Goodness is our teacher.

Unison: Our first teacher is love.

Solo: Love is the source (yc all that we are; the Oneness in whom we [ive.

Unison: Can Oneness be the origin of the many?

Solo: Yes, the One source in whom we live and move and have our Eeing. The One who is
love, creation, and ﬁfe,

Unison: The One whose life is wisdom, power and beauty. The One who leads us
into truth.

Solo: The source and teacher, oneness and muﬁfi}a[icity. The fiery syarﬁ that kindles creation.

Unison: But don’t [ook over here.

Solo: And don’t look over there.

Unison: Look within. Tﬁeﬁ’re of true ‘J—(umanity is within us.



Solo: Let us take courage in our divine source, and fear not. Tend the fire @C afivinity within.
Unison: Yes, the fire is within us.

Solo: Will you release your fear? Will you sing in the E[azing [igﬁt @C afivinity within? Can
you dance in the f[ames @C divine love?

Unison: The fire of love dances in me. My voice is prayer to the source of love.
My prayers rise as sparks in the night. And 1 am not afraid.

Readings and call to conversation

A Reading from the Gospel of Mary Magdalene (trans. Jean-Yves LeLeoup)

Then Mary arose, embraced them all, and Eegan to speaﬁ to her brothers: “Do not remain in sorrow and in
doubt, for his Grace will guiaﬁz you and comfort you. Instead, let us ymise his greatness, for he has pre}mreaf
us for this. He is ca[fing upon us to become fu[fy human. Thus Mary turned their hearts to the gooaf, and
tﬁey Began to discuss the meaning (yc the Teacher’s words.

A Reading from The Qur’dn Read in Arabic; Reader: Fatma Betiil Cavdar

Chapter 93:

fo the forenoon,

And the m’gﬁt when it fa[fs ca[m[_y;

Your Lord did not forsaEe you or scorn You.

Sure[y, the last afay is better for you than the First.

Your Lord shall sure[_y give you @C his Eounty; and you shall be pﬁzaseaﬁ
Did he not fina( you an myﬁan, and then gave you refuge?
And fina( you in error, and then guiaﬁza( you?

And fina( you in need, and then enviched you?

As for the myﬁan, you shall not oppress him;

And as for the Eeggar, you shall not drive him away;

And as for your Lord’s favor, you shall }Wocfaim it.



Chapter 94:

Did we not dilate your breast;

And ﬁfr fmm you your burden;
Which had weigﬁea( down your back?
Did we not exalt your name?
Sure[y, a[ong with ﬁamfsﬁi}a is ease.
Sure[y, a[ong with ﬁamfsﬁi}a is ease.
So, when you have finisﬁea(, toil on;
And unto your Lord, incline.

Chapter 103:

fo the time,

Man is, indeed, a prey to pera(ition,

Except for those who believe, do the rigﬁteous deeds, urge each other to seek the truth and urge each
other to be steadfast.

---Engﬁsﬁ translation 6}/ Mcy’ia( Taﬁﬁry

A Reading from Rumi (1207—1273)
HOW DOES GOD KEEP FROM FAINTING?

The wonder @C water moving over that rock in the stream

J'ustlfies existence.

The swish @C a horse’s tai[—--again 7 am stunned
Ey the gmna&aur @C the unseen One
that governs all

movement.

7 resist [ooﬁing at the }m[ms @C my hands sometimes.
Have you ever gotten breathless Before a Eeaunfu[ face,
for 1 see you tﬁere,
my dear.

There is a wonaﬁzgcu[ }Woﬁﬁzm waiting for you
that God and 1 share:



how to Eeey from fainting when we see each other.
In truth:

How does God Eeey from fainting
[ooEing at ﬂ-ﬁmsegc all afay?

Ligﬁt is moving like a stream, and
the myriaa( celestial Beings

a}a}a [auaf

Two Readings from Rabia of Basra (c. 717—801)
THE SKY GAVE ME 1TS HEART

The sEy gave me its heart
because it knew mine was not [m’ge enougﬁ to care
for the earth the way
it did.
Wﬁy is it we think @C God so much?
Wﬁy is there so much talk

about love?

When an animal is wounded
no one has to tell it, “You need to heal”; so natum[fy it will nurse

itseﬁc the best it can.
Q\/[y eye Ee}at te[fing me, “Sometﬁing is missing from
all 1 see.” So it went in search @C the cure.
The cure for me was ‘His Eeauty, the remea(y---

fOY me was to

[0\/6.



OUR BEAUTY

Live with afignity, women, [ive afignity, men.
Few tﬁings will more enhance our
Beauty as

muc ﬁ

A Reading from Hafiz (c. 1320—1389)
1 HAVE COME INTO THE WORLD TO SEE THIS

7 have come into this world to see this:
The sword afrop from men’s hands even at the ﬁeigﬁt
@C their arc @C anger
Because we have fina[fy realized there is just one fﬁzsﬁ to wound
and it is His---the Christ’s, our
Beloveds.

7 have come into this world to see all this: all creatures hold hands as
we pass tﬁrougﬁ this miraculous existence we share on the way

to an even g?’@&lt@?’ BEng (yfsouf,

a Eeing @C J'ust ecstatic [igﬁt, forever entwined and at y[ay

with Him.
7 have into the world to hear this:

every song the earth has sung since it was conceived

in the Divine’s womb and Began spinning from

His wish,

every song Ey wing and fin and ﬁoqc,
every song 6}/ hill and fie[a( and tree and woman and cﬁi[a(,

€V€Yy SOT’lg (Zf Stream ana( YOCE,

EVEYy SOT’lg (Zf tOO[ cma( [yY 4 ana(ffute,

every song (yc gofa( and emerald
and fire,



every song the heart should cry with magnificent afignity
to know itsegc as

God;

for all other Enow&za@e will leave us again in want and acﬁing---
onfy imﬁiﬁing the g[orious Sun
will com}a&zte us.

7 have come into the world to experience this:

men so true to love
tﬁey would rather die Before syeaEing
an unkind

word,

men so true their [ives are His covenant---
the }nfomise @C
ﬁoye.

7 have come into the world to see this:
the sword afrop from men’s hands
even at the ﬁeigﬁt @C
their arc @C

mge.

Because we have fina[fy realized
There is J'ust one f&zsﬁ

we can wounaf

---from Love Songs to God trans. Daniel Laa(insEy

Closing Dialogue
Solo: Can you [ive in the [igﬁt @C infinite inercy? Can you stand in the [igﬁt that moves [ike a
stream?
Unison: 1s not such mercy too ﬁeavy to bear? 1s not such [igﬁt to Erigﬁtfor our
eyes?
Solo: Did not the One who is infinite love [igﬁten your burden with the }nfomise @C ﬁope?

Unison: Did not the One who is infinite give us her refuge and oﬁer his breast?



Solo: Indeed it is so: will you widen your heart to the size (yc the sEy, and yrocfaim the Lord’s
favor on the one and the many?
Unison: We will proclaim the One who is many, the One who seeks mercy and

justice and draws us to peace.

Solo: wWill you incline to the truth and encourage each other to be steaagcast?

Unison: We will encourage each other to seek truth and be steadfast in mercy.
Solo: wWill you trust in the One who is many, and forﬁear to wound the one ffesﬁ that is all?
Unison: Surely, the hardship of mercy is ease.

Solo: Will you [ive in the covenant (yc love that bears the afignity (yc God?

Unison:  We will know ourselves as God. We will know ourselves as peace.

As an exyression (yc cyayreciation to The Rothko Cﬁa}ae[ for use (yc this sacred space,
your love (yﬁcering in the box marked "Maga(a[en Community"
will be gmtefu[fy received.

For more information about the CMangafen Communify, yfease contact ‘Bm’zfgin‘ ﬂyers,
<61ﬁcﬁey@rice.ezfu>. Please include “CMangafen Commum’ty” in the Suﬁject fine.



