MAGDALEN COMMUNITY AT ROTHKO CHAPEL

SUNDAY, JUNE 11, 2006, 10:00 A.M.

The Maﬂaﬁfen Cammum’ty is a connective commum’ty Séélélhﬂ conversation and dialogue

with other Sjaz%z%uaﬁ’tz’es and re@z’aus traditions.

CALL TO SILENCE AND OPENING MEDITATION

OPENING GREETING

Solo:

Unison:

Peace Be With You.

ﬂcqm’re ﬁMy Peace within You.

Solo: Te oafay is a celebration (yc the circu[atory nature (f ﬁfe, We meditate on circles, cycﬁzs, creation

ana(re-creation, Let us taEe time toa(ay to refﬂact on tﬁe cyc[ica[nature (four own ﬁV@S,

OPENING PRAYER

Solo: ‘This is a prayer Ey ‘J\fancy Wood from the book Q’muersfor ﬂ-{éa[ing,

Solo:

Unison:

Solo:

Unison:

Solo:

Unison:

Solo:

Unison:

Unison:

You shall ask what gooa( are dead leaves

And 1 will tell you they nurture the earth.

You shall ask what reason is there for winter

And 1 will tell you to bring about new leaves.

You shall ask why are the leaves so green

And 1 will tell you because they are rich with [ife.
You shall ask why must summer end

And 1 will tell you so that the [eaves can die.

Creator God, maker of all things and all people, grant that we may [isten

to the rﬁytﬁms and cycfes of our own lives so that we may tune into the natum[ffow

oftﬁe universe. Let us notice the cycfe oftﬁe seasons and welcome each one as a

necessary part of new [ife. Thank youfor creation and re-creation. Amen.

READINGS

A Reading from The Gospel of Mary, as translated in The Gospel of Mary Magdalene by
Jean-Yves Leloup.

"“What is matter? Will it last forever?" The teacher answered: "All that is born, all that is created, all the
elements (yc nature are interwoven and united with each other. All that is com}aoseaf shall be aﬁzcom}aoseaf;

everytﬁing returns to its roots; matter returns to the origins (yc matter. Those who have ears, let them hear."



A quote by Joseph Campbell from the book Circle of Compassion:

The [aﬁyrintﬁ is tﬁorougﬁ[y known. We have on[y to fo[[ow the thread @C the hero }mtﬁ, and where we had
tﬁougﬁt to fina( an aﬁomination, we shall fina( a goaﬁ And where we had tﬁougﬁt to s[ay anotﬁer, we shall
s[ay ourselves. Where we had tﬁougﬁt to travel outwara(, we will come to the center @C our own existence. And

where we had tﬁougﬁt to be a[one, we will be with all the world.
a ‘Read'ingfrom Tao Te Cﬁing Ey Lao Tsu.

Do you think you can take over the universe and im}arove it?

1 6[0 not 6€ﬁ€V€ it can 66 6[01’16.

The universe is sacred.
You cannot im}arove it.
le you try to cﬁange it, you will ruin it.

le you try to hold it, you will [ose it.

So sometimes tﬁings are ahead and sometimes tﬁey are behind;
Sometimes Ereatﬁing is hard, sometimes it comes easify;
Sometimes there is strengtﬁ and sometimes weakness;

Sometimes one s up and sometimes down.
Tl ﬁerefore the sage avoids extremes, excesses, and com}afacency.

A Reading from The Prophet by Kahlil Gibran

And an astronomer said, Master, what @C Time?

And he answered:

You would measure time the measureless and the immeasurable.

You would aaf;’ust your conduct and even direct the course @C your spirit accora(ing to hours and seasons.

Of time you would make a stream upon whose bank you would sit and watch its f[owing.

Yet the timeless in you is aware @C [ife’s timelessness,

And knows that yestera(ay is but toa(ay’s memory and tomorrow is toa(ay’s dream.

And that which sings and contem}afates in you is still afwe[[ing within the bounds @C that first moment which
scattered the stars into space.

Who among you does not fee[ that his _power to love is boundless?

And yet who does not fee[ that very love, tﬁougﬁ boundless, encom}aasseaf within the entire @C his Eeing, and
moving not from [ove tﬁougﬁt, nor from love deeds to other love deeds?

And is not time even as love is, divided and syaceﬁzss?

But 1f n your tﬁougﬁt you must measure time into seasons, let each season encircle all the other seasons,

And let toa(ay embrace the past with remembrance and the future with [onging.



CALL TO CREATION AND CONVERSATION

The mandala calls us to circle within to reach our inner selves. The word "mandala is fmm the classical
Indian [cmguage qf Sanskrit. Loose[y translated to mean "circle," a mandala is far more than a sim}oﬁz sﬁa}oe.
It represents wholeness, and can be seen as a model for the organizationa[ structure qf [ife itself--a cosmic
afiagmm that reminds us qf our relation to the infinite, the world that extends both Beyonaf and within our
bodies and minds. @escriﬁing both material and non-material realities, the mandala appears in all aspects
qf [ife: the celestial circles we call earth, sun, and moon, as well as conceptua[ circles qf friena(s, famify, and

community. You are invited to take pencifs and color one while we [isten to music.

CREATION MUSIC

“Every ‘J\figﬁt When the Song Goes Down” By Traveler (local Houston band)
“The Circle Game” By Joan Baez
“Turn! Turn! Turn!” By Pete Seeger

CLOSING DIANLOGUE

Solo: 7—(&69 us to fina( serenity as we circle within.

Unison: ‘J-(e@a us to find serenity as we circle without.

Solo: Help us understand that we are all connected through the cycles of [ife.

Unison: Life has its own rhythm and flow and, if we are still, we can tune in to it.
Solo: God ﬁeﬁo us to listen.

Unison:  Let us give thanks to God for creation and re-creation.

For more information about the CMangafen Community, yfease contact ‘Brizfgitt ﬂyers,
<61fic§ey@rice.ezfu>. Please include “Mangafen Communiry” in the suﬁject (ine.



