Magdalen Communitg atl Rothko Chapel
Sunday, July 30, 2006, 1000 am.

The Maﬂaﬁfen Cammum’ty is a connective cammum’ty seeléz’nﬂ conversation

and . cﬁ’afaﬂue with other yaz%z%uaﬁ’tz’es and . re@z’aus traditions.

Call to Silence and Opening (Meditation

Opening ‘Dialogue
Solo: Peace Be With You.
Unison: filcqm’re ﬁMy Peace within You.
Solo: Where are you from?
Unison: We have comeﬁ'om the }o[ace where [igﬁt is proJuclerom itseﬁ‘:.
Solo: Where is that y[ace?
Unison: 1t’s a mystery.
Solo: But can you say you image the [igﬁt?
Unison: Yes, indeed. We carry the light within.
Solo: And the yeace?
Unison: Yes, also the peace.
Solo: How do you know (yf such [igﬁt and such yeace?

Unison: The sign is tﬁefee[ing.
The sign is the movementﬁ'om within.

The sign is the passion for the well-being of all.

Solo: What are your other signs?
Unison: Our recognitions of infustice and hatred and oppression
throughout the globe, of power struggles and violence

that seem unend'ing.

Solo: Can we turn those around?

Unison: We must seek to do so.

Solo: Are you wi[[ing to syreaa( your [igﬁt and your peace?
Unison: We are eager to spread'tﬁem.

Tﬁey spread just as love spreads.



Solo: The Einga(om syreaa(s out on the earth, just as love syreaa(s,

Unison: But some peopfe are not aware of it.

Solo: Yet you are aware.
Unison: Yes, indeed.
We are aware of the light and the movement and the peace.
And we cannot stand back.
We will step forward.
We will overcome the violence, the domination, the hatred,

and spread love.

Readings and Call to conversation

A Reading from One River, Many Wells, by Matthew Fox, (New York: Jeremy P.
Tarcher/Penquin,2000),p. 19- 20

From the Hindu Scri}atures we read: Truth is one, sages call z’r@ cﬁ’ﬁr@nr names. The Hindu
mystic R@jaﬁ writes:

The warsﬁgb oj( the cﬁ’/j(erem“ re@z’ons,

WﬁZCﬁ are ﬁ/éé so Tﬂﬂﬂy Sma[[_ffi’éﬂm_f

move Z'Oﬂél"ﬁé?’ fo meet gO&{ wﬁo is ﬁ/éé l"ﬁé ocean.

The mystica[ tradition @C Islam, the Sufi tradition, also sees all mystica[ traditions as one.
Rumi says,

all re@z’an,

all this singing,

Is one sony.

The cﬁ’ﬁr@ncgy are just

ilusion and” mm’ry.

The sun's @ﬁr looks a little cﬁ’/j(erem“ on this wall than it does on that wall... But it's still one @ﬁt

a ‘Read'ingfrom Being Peace and Peace is Every Step, Thich Nhat Hanh

9 think that our society is a aﬁfﬁcuﬁf y[ace to [ive. le we are not carefuf, we can become uyrootea(, and

once u}arooteaf, we cannot ﬁeﬁa cﬁange society to maEe it more ﬁvaﬁﬂz.



The roots @C war are in the way we [tve our afai[y [ives - the way we aﬁzvefop our industries, build up
our society, and consume gooa(s. We have to look 0&2@}9[}/ into the situation, and we will see the roots (f
war. We cannot just blame one side or the other. We have to transcend the tenaﬁzncy to take sides -
that would be very ﬁe@afuf We need links. We need communication. Practicing nonviolence is first @C
all to become nonviolence. Then when a aﬁﬁcicuﬁf situation presents itseﬁc, we will react in a way that

will ﬁe@a the situation. This a}a}a[ies to proﬁﬁzms @C the famify as well as to the proﬁﬁzms @C society.

A Reading from She Who Prays: A Woman’s Interfaith Prayer Book, Jane
Richardson Jensen & Patricia Harris-Watkins

God @C Mercy and Justice,
Cﬁange comes as sure[y as

The m’gﬁt becomes afay,

Rain fa[fs to the grouna(,

And buds return in the spring.
Joy comes in the morning (Psalm 30:5).

Comfort is warm.

Security is cozy.

Both f[it away as “tﬁey” prepare for War.

Wait, take time, listen, and learn.

Violence harms and alarms
Our hearts and minds, our very souls,
“This fmgiﬁz earth, our island home,”
Time and space itseﬁc.

Be still and know that 7 am gacf (Psalm 46:10).

When drums beat to the cadence @C soldiers mm’cﬁing (yﬁc to war,
Wonaﬁzring becomes the order @C the afay,
Waiting is the cﬁa[ﬁznge.
How many mornings will we awake to hear about casualties—theirs and ours?
How many hearts will be broken?
How many famifies grieving?

gacf wz’ffwg’% away every tear ﬁam their eyes (Revelation 7:17)

We are facea( with [iving n com}aassionate tension.
Cﬁa[ﬁznge awaits us near and far
ﬂway—staying human while [iving trougﬁ hell.

‘At ﬁome—cﬁanne[ing fear and anxiety into constructive endeavors.



The hands that waved a _poster afuring a peace protest or signea( a yetition for peace become a
sacrament @C God’s love Ey reacﬁing out to embrace a friena( in need @C a aﬁﬁcerent kind @C peace.
Then the tension between hawks and doves may be washed away in our communal tears.

’]"ﬁey will beat their swords into ffauﬂﬁsﬁares and their spears into pruning hooks (1saiah 2:4).

Q\/[ay it ever be so. Amen.

A Reading from The Gospel of Mary Magdalene, translation by Jean-Yves Leloup

(the Teacher is speaﬁing) “this is wﬁy 9 tell you: “Be in ﬁarmony.." le you are out @C balance, take
inspimtion from mamfestations @C your true nature. Those who have ears, let them hear.” ﬂfrer
saying this, the Blessed One greetea( them all saying: “Peace be with you—may my Peace arise and be
fugci[ﬁzaf within you.’ ‘Be vigi[ant, and allow no one to mislead you Ey saying: “Here it is!” or “There it
isl” For it is within you that the Son @C Man dwells. Go to him, for those who seek him, fina( him.”

Closing ‘Prayer

Matka, Pendo, Sakina, T: z’u, fspemnza, whether we pray in Czech, Swahili, Arabic, Chinese, or
S}ﬂanisﬁ, we seek you who are Mother, Love, Presence, Com}aassion, and ﬂ-ﬁ)}ae. We ask for forgiveness
for our part n tarnisﬁing the Divine Qmage. T ﬁrougﬁ these petitions, we ﬁope for reconciliation in
any re[ationsﬁi}as that have become strained or shattered tﬁrougﬁ the misuse @C re[igious Ee[ief,
practice, or tradition. ‘Be with us now as we celebrate the potentia[ for Goodness that is unique in each

faitﬁ. We also ﬁfr up those who have no faitﬁ or re[igion and respect their integrity.

We ﬁfr up those who fo[[ow the faitﬁs that arose out @C the Middle East: jua(aism, Cﬁristianity, Islam,
Zovoastrianism, and the Baha’i Faith. Most especia[f , we thank you for jua(aism’s Ee[ief in One goaf
and the gifr @C the Tt orah, the core @C which is, accomfing to Micah 6:8, “to do J'ustice, and to love
kindness, and to walk ﬁumﬁfy with your God;” for Cﬁristianity’s em}aﬁasis on God as T4 rinity and
Jesus’ teacﬁings, the core @C which is to love goaf and to love one’s neigﬁﬁor; for Islam’s Ee[ief n
submission to Allah (The god) and its em}aﬁasis on love, forgiveness, and generosity to others as
demonstrated Ey the }Wopﬁet Muhammad; for Zoroastrianism’s em}aﬁasis on yersona[ regmnsiﬁiﬁty,
the worsﬁi}a @C Ahura Mazda as the source @C all that is gooa(, the renunciation @C evil, and for the
}Wopﬁet Zarathustra; and for the Baha’i Faith’s em}aﬁasis on the syiritua[ unity @C mankind, peace

and universal education, and especia[f L its cﬁrmation @C the equa[ity @C women and men.

(ﬂafa}ateaf from She Who Prays: A Woman's Qnreg%z’rﬁ Prayer Book)



Closing Dialogue

Solo: Gracious S}?irit, we qﬁer these petitions for reconciliation qf the peopﬁzs qf the world,
acﬁnowﬁzafging the wealth qf re[igious afiversity and cultures in our g[oﬁa[ community.
We pray also for our friena(s, relatives, and those who claim no religion.

Unison: Draw near to each and every one.

SO&).‘ In tflé Enowﬁzd‘ge tﬁat aspects qfcmy re[igion may 66 taEen to extremes,
we }?1" ayfor tﬁose WFLOSQ ﬁuman digmty ﬁas 6661’1 dimtmsﬁea( Because (Zf someone €[:§€’S

una&zrstana(ing qf religion.

Unison: Matka Mother, have mercy.

Solo: We pray for those whose faitﬁ has been shaken By extremists qf any kind.
Unison: Pendo Love, have mercy.

Solo: We pray especia[fy for those ﬁving in areas qf re[igious conf[ict.

Unison: Sakina Presence, have mercy.

Solo: We pray also for those who have used their faitﬁ to J'ustffy abuse qf the earth.
Unison: Tz2'u Com}mssion, have mercy.

Solo: We admit that, at times, we diminish the Divine S}mrﬁ within tﬁrougﬁ

our own misuna&zrstanaﬁng qf Love.

Unison: Esperanza ‘J—(ope, have mercy.

(ﬂafa}ateaf from She Who Prays: A Woman's Qnreg%z’rﬁ Prayer Book)

As an expression qf cgapreciation to The Rothko Cﬁa}oe[ for use qf this sacred space,
your love qﬁcering in the box marked "Maga(aﬁzn Community"
will be gmtgfu[fy received.

For more information about the CMangafen Commum’ty, pfease contact ‘Brizfgitt ﬂyers,
<61ﬁc§ey@rice.ezfu>. Please include “Nangafen Commum’ry” in the Squ@CI’ (ine.



