Magdalen Communitg atl Rothko Chapel
Sunday, August ©, 2006, 10700 am.

The Maﬂaﬁfen Cammum’ty is a connective commum’ty Séélélhﬂ conversation

and . cﬁ’a[ogue with other Sjaz%z%uaﬁ’tz’es and re@z’aus traditions.

Call to Silence and Opening (Meditation

A Conversation between a scientist (Tritjol Capraland a
PRenedictine (‘Dauvid Steind\—Rast)

Tritj@c: In the very Eeginning (yc our conversation, you said, David, that gﬂirituaﬁty for you is the way in
which the re[igious exyerience f[ows into everya(ay ﬁfe, 7 would [ike to discuss syeafic exam}aﬂzs (yc how this
would ﬁeﬁa us in sofw’ng the yroﬁﬁzms we face toa(ay,

David: Fine... 1 could yicE out salvation, for instance. In the new yama(igm salvation is no [onger seen as a
yrivate cyﬁcair. Tormer[y you could easify get the wrong im}aression that salvation was a yrivate matter. ‘J\fow,

in this new holistic a}a}amacﬁ, the em}aﬁasis fa[fs on its social im}afications.
Tritj@c: What exactfy do you mean?

David: When we syeaE (yc salvation, we are ta[ﬁing about the _process (yc going from alienation to community,
The Eey term in the message (yc Jesus is the "C}Cingafom (yc God." That doesn't mean heaven or any other
yarticufar y[ace; translated into contemporary terminofogy, "C}Cingafom (yc goaf' means the exyerience (yc
ultimate Eefonging y[us the kind (yc society that results when we take our Eefonging serious[y and act upon it.

Readings and Call to conversation

a ‘Read'ing from ﬂe[ongin‘q to the Universe: f)gf[omtz’ons on the Frontiers of Science and
Spirituality. Fritjof Capra and David Steindl-Rast (Harper San Francisco, 1991)

le we take salvation in a holistic sense... then we come back to the origina[ unaﬁzrstanaﬁng that the C}Cingafom is
not on[y a cﬁange n my heart but a cﬁange n my heart that has all these social im}afications. 7 will then
behave toward others as one behaves when one Be[ongs. 9 will be a fu[fy resyonsiﬁﬂz member in the Earth

Household. (p. 170-171)



A Reading from Peace More Than An End to War: Selections from the writings of
Baha'u'llah, the Bab, Abdu'l-Baha, Shoghi Effendi and the Universal House of Justice,
(Wilmete, 1(linois: Baha'i Publishing Trust, 1986. )

"“Baha'is see human ﬁfe as evofutionary and perceive the vise and fa[f @C civilizations as part @C an overall
progression from famifies and tribes to city-states and nations. T ﬁey see the turbulence @C our time as
evidence @C a transition from sovereign national states to a world commonwealth that will establish and
_preserve peace, while S@Ceguamfing persona[ freea(om and individual initiative. World _peace, Baha'is believe, is
inevitable, and tﬁey are confiaﬁznt that }960}9&2 @C vision and motivation will guiaﬁz [humankind] to its g[orious

aﬁzstiny.

The Baha'i a}a}aroacﬁ to the achievement @C peace calls for funa(amenta[ cﬁanges in all aspects @C behavior--
individual, inte@aersona[, corporate, and international-- based upon the Ee[ief that human Eeings have an
innate ca}aacity for ﬁarmony and cooyemtion, which, unfortunate[y, has been su}a}aresseaf Ey religious
fanaticism and the syreaa( @C divisive iaﬁzofogies. The Baha'i teacﬁings prescm’ﬁe education for a world
citizensﬁi}a, the fostering @C eﬁcective communication, and the eradication @C prejua(ice. T ﬁey advocate social
reconstruction and administration based on the princi}aﬁz @C the oneness @C [Aumankind]. Each @C these
behavioral cﬁanges SUpports the others, and all are bases for the Baha'i commitment to encouraging the
convocation for an international meeting @C nations. ﬂccomfing to Abdu'(-~Baha, the son and a}a}aointeaf
successor @C Bahawllah, such a meeting "must conclude a Einafing treaty" in which "the limits and frontiers
@C each and every nation should be cﬁzar[y fixea(, the princi}a[és unaﬁzr[}/ing the re[ationsﬁip @C governments
towards one another aﬁzfinite[y laid down, and all international agreements and oﬁfigations ascertained.” (xi,
Peace More Than An End to War)

A Reading from The Gospel of Mary Magdalene, translation by Jean-Yves Leloup

[...] “What is matter? Will it [ast forever?” The Teacher answered: “All that is born, all that is created, all
the elements @C nature are interwoven and united with each other. All that is com}aoseaf shall be aﬁzcom}aoseaf;

everytﬁing returns to its roots; matter returns to the origins @C matter. Those who have ears, let them hear.”
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke, 9: 28-36

Now about eigﬁt afays cycrer these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the
mountain to pray. And as he was pmying, the appearance @C his countenance was altered, and his raiment
became afazzfing white. And behold, two men talked with him, Moses and ffijaﬁ, who a}a}aeareaf in g[m’y and
spoEe @C his aﬁzparture, which he was to accom}afisﬁ at Jerusalem. Now Peter and those who were with him
were ﬁeavy with sﬁzey, and when tﬁey wakened tﬁey saw his g[m’y and the two men who stood with him. And

as the men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is well that we are here; let us make three



booths, one for you and one for Moses and one for ffijaﬁ" -- not Enowing what he said. As he said this, a
cloud came and overshadowed them; and tﬁey were cyfmia( as tﬁey entered the cloud. And a voice came out (yc
the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!"  And when the voice had syoﬁen, Jesus was
founa( alone. And tﬁey Ee}at silence and told no one in those afays anytﬁing (yc what tﬁey had seen.

Closing Meditation - A voice from LCebanon

Closing Dialogue
Solo: Where are you from?
Unison: We have comefrom the pface where [igﬁt is prodhcecffrom itseﬁ‘:.
Solo: Where is that y[ace?
Unison: 1t’s a mystery.
Solo: But can you say you image the [igﬁt?
Unison: Yes, indeed. We carry the light within.
Solo: And the yeace?
Unison: Yes, also the peace.
Solo: How do you know (yf such [igﬁt and such Jpeace?

Unison: The sign is tﬁefee[ing.
The sign is the movementﬁ'om within.

The sign is the passion for the well-being of all.

Solo: What are your other signs?
Unison: Our recognitions of infustice and hatred and oppression
throughout the globe, of power struggles and violence

that seem unend'ing.

Solo: Can we turn those around?

Unison: We must seek to do so.

Solo: Are you wi[[ing to syreaa( your [igﬁt and your peace?
Unison: We are eager to spread'tﬁem.

Tﬁey spread just as love spreads.

Solo: The Einga(om syreaa(s out on the earth, just as love syreaa(s,

Unison: But some peopfe are not aware of it.



Solo: Yet you are aware.
Unison: Yes, indeed.
We are aware of the light and the movement and the peace.
And we cannot stand back.
We will step forward.
We will overcome the violence, the domination, the hatred,

and spread love.

As an expression qf cgapreciation to The Rothko Cﬁa}oe[ for use qf this sacred space,
your love qﬁcering in the box marked "Maga(aﬁzn Community"
will be gmt@fu[fy received.

For more information about the CMangafen Commum’ty, pfease contact ‘Brizfgitt ﬂyers,
<61ﬁc§ey@rice.ezfu>. Please include “Nangafen Commum’ry” in the suﬁject fine.



