Magdalen Communitg atl Rothko Chapel
Sunday, ‘December 31, 2006, 10700 am.

The Maﬂaﬁfen Community 1s a connective community Séélélhﬂ conversation and dialogue
with other Sjaz%z%uaﬁ’tz’es and re@z’aus traditions. This Community takes
1ts inspiration ﬂam The gosye[ (yc Mary, where Jesuis encourages
the assembled community to ﬁ’ncf the divine nature within.

Call to Silence and Opening (Meditation
The Questions (yc Fthne Alba, an Irish Mytﬁofogica[ ‘Figure, in her debate with Saint Patrick:

Who is God

and where is God

(yc whom is God

and where is his afwe[[ing?

Has he sons and afaugﬁters,
gofa( and silver, this God (yc yours?

s he ever-[iving,
s he Eeautgcuf,
was his son

fosterea( Ey many?

Are his afaugﬁters
dear and beautiful

to the men (yc the world?

s He in heaven,
Or on the earth?
In the seq,

In the rivers,

in the mountains,

in the va[ﬁzys?

S}aeaE to us
Tia(ings (yc Him:
How will he be seen,



how is He loved.
How is He founaﬂ?

Is it in youtﬁ
or is it in old age
He is founaﬂ?
--quotea( in Mary Condren, The Serpent and the Goddess

Readings and Call to Conversation
Four Readings from The go;ye[offﬁomasr Sayings 94, 95, 96, and 97.
94 fesus [said], "One who seeks will fma(, and for [one who knocks] it will be openeaﬁ"

95 Besus said], "le you have money, don't lend it at interest. Rather, give [it] to someone from whom
you won't get it back."

96 Jesus [said], The Father's im}aem’a[ rule is like [a] woman who took a [ittle leaven, [hid] it in
afougﬁ, and made it into [m’ge loaves @C bread. ﬂn}/one here with two ears had better listen!

97 Jesus said, The [Father's] im}aem’a[ rule is like a woman who was carrying a [jar] fu[f @C meal.
While she was wa[ﬁing a[ong [a] distant road, the handle @C the jar broke and the meal 5}9i[ﬁ20( behind
her [a[ong] the road. She didn't know it; she hadn't noticed a }Woﬁﬁzm. When she reached her house, she
put the jar down and discovered that it was empty.

- Trans. Ste}aﬁen Patterson and Marvin Q\/leyer
ﬁﬁ;v://W\A/w.westarinstitute.org/ﬂ’oﬁzEri@e/ﬂtQ/Con@vﬁzte/T homas/thomas.html

a ‘Read'ing from Rabi’a (Persian Sufi, 717—801 CE)

o my Lord,

The stars glitter

and the eyes @C men are closed,
Kings have locked their doors

and each lover is alone with his love.
ﬂ-(ére, 7 am alone with You.

--from Women in Praise oj( the Sacred, ed. Jane ﬂ-(irsﬁfie[a(



A Reading from The Gospel of Mary Magdalen (trans. Karen King)

When the Blessed One had said these tﬁings, he greetea( them all. “Peace be with you.’ ” e said.
“Acquire my peace within yourse[\/es.’

“Be on your guamf so that no one deceives you 6}/ saying, ‘Look over here! or ‘Look over there!” For
the child @C true ?[umanity exists within you. Follow it! Those who search for it will fina( it.

‘Go then, preac[ﬁ] the gooa( news about the Realm. [Do] not [ay down any rule Beyonaf what 1
determined for you, nor promu[gate law (ike the [awgiver, or else you migﬁt be dominated 6}/ it.”
ﬂfrer he had said these tﬁings, he aﬁzparteaf from them.

But tﬁey were distressed and wept greatfy. “How are we going to go out to the rest (yc the world to
announce the gooa( news about the Realm @C the child @C true ?(umanity?” tﬁey said. “le tﬁey did not
spare him, how will tﬁey spare us?”

Then Q\/[ary stood up. She greetea( them all, aa(a(ressing her brothers and sisters, “Do not weep and
be distressed nor let your hearts be irresolute. For his grace will be with you all and will shelter you.
Rather we should ymise his greatmess, for he has pre}mreaf us and made us true Human Eeings.”

When Mary had said these tﬁings, she turned their heart [tojward the gooaf, and tﬁey Began to
debal[t]e about the wor[d]s @C [the Savior].

Peter said to Q\/lary, “Sister, we know that the Savior loved you more than all other women. Tell
us the words @C the Savior that you remember, the tﬁings which you know that we don't because we
haven't heard them.”

Q\/[ary 1’65}90710&20(, “7 will teach you about what is hidden from you.” And she Began to speaE these
words to them.

She said, “1 saw the Lord in a vision and 1 said to him, ‘Lord, 1 saw you toa(ay in a vision.

He answered me, “How wonaﬁzgcu[ you are for not wavering at seeing me! For where the mind is, there

is the treasure.

from The gayaef oj( Mary oj( Maﬂcﬁzh‘ Jesus and the First Woman }797051“[@

ﬁﬁ;v://WWW.marugfmaga(a[a.com/gﬂ\/[aw_T ext/gmaru_textﬁtm[

A Reading from ‘J—(aﬁ’z

You have been invited to meet
The Friend.
No one can resist a Divine Tnvitation.
That narrows down all our choices

To J'ust two.



We can come to God
Dressed for Dancing,
Or
Be carried on a stretcher

To God’s Ward.

--quotea( in Jeanie Miﬂzy, Sitting Strong: Wrestﬁ’nﬂ with the Ornery God

Closing Dialogue

Solo: In the fresﬁness (yc the New Year, let us rush to dance with God.

Unison: In the crispness of the New Year, we put on our dancing shoes!

Solo: Let us know the joy (yc new Eeginnings,

Unison: Bearing emptiness and fullness in equal measure:
sorrows, losses, lessons, in tender balance with anticipation’s joy.

Solo: Let the dance syin unexyectea( visions.

Unison: We will turn our senses on: sight and sound, taste and touch, minds and hearts
and bodies, all pregnant with surprises waiting in the New Year’s time.

Solo: Don’t hold back, don’t be @Cmiaf

Unison: We know the Child is with us, in us, leads us in the Spirit’s dance.
Let us dance together. We become the shared Peace as we become ourselves:
refreshed, renewed, and ready for the work ahead.

Solo: Let us move togetﬁer in the fiery [igﬁt (yc God.

Unison: Let us dance together in the power of the Spirit.

As an exyression (yc cgayreciation to The Rothko Cﬁa}ae[ for use (yc this sacred space,
your love (yﬁcering in the box marked "Maga(aﬁzn Community"
will be gmtefu[fy received.

For more information about the CManga[en Community, y[ease contact ‘Bm’zfgin‘ ﬂyers,
<61ﬁcﬁey@rice.ezfu>. Please include “CManga[en Commum’ty” in the Squ@CI’ fine.



