Magdalen Communitg atl Rothko Chapel
Sunday, ‘December 17, 2006, 10700 am.

The Maﬂaﬁfen Community 1s a connective community Séélélhﬂ conversation and dialogue
with other Sjaz%z%uaﬁ’tz’es and re@z’aus traditions. This Community takes
1ts inspiration ﬂam The gosye[ (yc Mary, where Jesus encourages
the assembled community to ﬁ’ncf the divine nature within.

Open'\ng Music - The Magdalene Mystique: Songs from Within,
¢ Anita Kruse, 2006
Opening (Meditation

"Search the Darkness" from The Rumi Collection, edited by Kabir Helminski Boston:
Shambhala Classics, 2000, 39

Sit with your friena(s; don't go back to sﬂze}a. Don’t sink like a fisﬁ to the bottom (yc the sea.

Surge [ike an ocean,

6[01’1'1' scatter yourseﬁc [:LEG a storm.

Llfe's waters f[ow from darkness.
Search the darkness, don't run from it.

Night travelers are full of light,

and you are, too; don't leave this com}aanionsﬁi}a,

Be a waEefu[ candle in a gofaﬁzn dish,
don't s[i}a into the dirt like quicﬁsifver,

Tﬁe moon a}a}aearsfor m’gﬁt tmveﬂzrs,
66 watcﬁfu[wﬁen tﬁe moon 1sfu[[

(Turuzanfar # 2232, translated Ey Kabir Helmminski)



Readings and Call to Conversation
A Reading from Matthew 9: 9-13

As ‘Jesus was wa[ﬁing a[ong, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to
him, “Follow me.” And he got up and fof[owea( him. And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax
collectors and sinners came and were si’rting with him and his afiscipﬁzs. When the Pharisees saw this,
tﬁey said to his afisciyﬁzs, “Wﬁy does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” But when he
heard this, he said, ‘those who are well have no need @C a pﬁysician, but those who are sick. Go and

learn what this means, “1 desire mercy, not sacrifice.”

A Reading from Interrupted by God: Glimpses from the Edge by Tracey Lind
(Cleveland: Pilgrims' Press): 168-169.

“What God demands and expects @C God’s peopﬁz is notﬁing more and notﬁing less than what God
(yffers from the divine seﬁc: extravagant, indiscriminate, undeserved, abundant, unconditional, all-
inclusive love... Jesus’ table fe[fowsﬁiy - those with whom he ate - was symﬁofic @C his all-inclusive love.
fveryﬁoa(y was invited to Jesus’ dinner table, and 1f you showed up you couldn’t be certain who else
would be in attendance. Sometimes, it would be quite a surprise... Now when we come to the church -
the beloved 600(}/ @C Christ. Does the church rea[fy love in the inclusive spirit @C Jesus? We have made
so many rules about who’s in and who’s out; what kind @C love is accepmﬁﬁz and what’s not; who'’s
invited to the party; and who can or cannot feast at the table. In my humble opinion, the continuing
debate over ﬁomosexua[ity, women in the ordained ministry, salvation, and an open invitation to the
communion table - as well as the ongoing stmggﬁz with race and class in the church - is an utter
embarrassment. It misses the whole point @C Jesus” ministry. Tmnﬁfy, 7 can understand wﬁy so many
syiritua[ seekers avoid church; its not a[ways very syiritua[; nor does it rea[fy welcome seekers. We've
forgotten, or mayﬁe [ike some @C the afiscipﬁzs, we never rea[fy learned the essential message @C Jesus -

radical, abundant, indiscriminate, extravagant, inclusive love.”
A Reading from the Gospel of Mary of Magdala

When the Blessed One had said these tﬁings, he greetea( them all. “Peace be with you.” he said.
“Acquire my peace within yourse[\/es.’
“Be on your guamf so that no one deceives you Ey saying, “Look over here!” or ‘Look over there!” For the
child @C true ﬂ-[umanity exists within you. Follow it! Those who search for it will fina( it.
“Go then, preac[ﬁ] the gooa( news about the Realm. [Do] not [ay down any rule Eeyonaf what 1
determined for you, nor promu[gate law (ike the [awgiver, or else you migﬁt be dominated Ey it.”

ﬂfrer he had said these tﬁings, he aﬁzparteaf from them.

(ﬁtr}a://www.mary@(magtfafa.com/gMary_T ext/gmary_textﬁtm[)



Closing meditation from ST Francis
Lomf, make me an instrument @C tﬁy peace.

Where there is hatred, let me sow love.
Where there is irg’ury, }mmfon

Where there is doubt, faitﬁ

Where there is aﬁzsyair, ﬁoye

Where there is darkness, [igﬁt

Where there is sadness, joy,

O Divine Master, grant that 1 may not so much seek To be consoled as to console,
To be understood as to understand,

To be loved as to love:

for it is in gi\/ing that we receive,

Tt is in yamfoning that we are yara(onea(, Tt is in afying to seﬁc that we are born to eternal ﬁfe,

Closing Music - The Magdalene Mystique: Songs from Within,

¢ Anita Kruse, 2006

As an exyression @C cgayreciation to The Rothko Cﬁa}ae[ for use @C this sacred space,
your love (yﬁcering in the box marked "Maga(aﬁzn Community"

will be gmtefu[[y received.

For more information about the CManga[en Community, y[ease contact ‘Brizfgitt ﬂyers,
<61ﬁcﬁey@rice.ezfu>. Please include “CManga[en Commum’ty” in the Squ@CI’ fine.



