Magdalen Communitg atl Rothko Chapel
Sunday April 20, 2006, 1000 am.

The Maﬂaﬁfen Cammum’ty is a connective cammum’ty seeléz’nﬂ conversation and dialogue

with other yaz%z%uaﬁ’tz’es and re@z’aus traditions.
Oypening Music
Haec Dies by William Byrd (1543—1623)

Haec dies quam fecit Dominus: exultemus et laetemur in ea. Alleluia.

(This is the a@zy which the Lord has made: let us refoice and be ﬂﬁch in it. Alleluia,)

Call to Silence and Opening (Meditation

Opening Greeting

Solo: Peace Be With You.

Unison: filcqm’re ﬁMy Peace within You.
Opening ‘Dialogue

Solo: Where are you from?

Unison: We have comeﬁ'om the }o[ace where [igﬁt is proJuclerom itseﬁ‘:.

Solo: Where is that y[ace?

Unison: 1t’s a mystery.

Solo: But can you say you image the [igﬁt?

Unison: Yes, indeed. We carry the light within.

Solo: And the yeace?

Unison: Yes, also the peace.

Solo: How do you know (yf such [igﬁt and such yeace?

Unison: The sign is tﬁefee[ing.
The sign is the movementﬁ'om within.

The sign is the passion for the well-being of all.

Solo: What are your other signs?
Unison: Our recognitions of infustice and hatred and oppression
throughout the globe, of power struggles and violence

that seem unend'ing.



Solo: Can we turn those around?

Unison: We must seek to do so.
Solo: Are you wi[[ing to syreaa( your [igﬁt and your yeace?
Unison: We are eager to spreacftﬁem.

‘Tﬁey spreacfjust as love spreacfs.
Unison: But some peopfe are not aware of it.

Solo: Yet you are aware.
Unison: Yes, indeed.
We are aware of the light and the movement and the peace.
And we cannot stand back.
We will step forward.
We will overcome the violence, the domination, the hatred,

and spread love.

Readings and Call to Conversation
A Reading from Hebrew Scripture: Genesis 1:26—27; Genesis 2:15—24; Genesis 3:1—7

Then goaf said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, accora(ing to our likeness; and let them have dominion
over the fisﬁ @C the sea, and over the birds @C the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals @C the
earth, and over every creeping tﬁing that creeps upon the earth.’
So God created humankind in his image,

in the image @C God he created them;

ma&z ana(fema&z ﬁe Ct 6611'66[ tﬁem.

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garoﬁzn @C Eden to till it and Eeey it. And the LORD God
commanded the man, You may free[y eat (yc every tree (yc the gamﬁan; but (yc the tree (yc the Enow&aa(ge (yc gooa(
and evil you shall not eat, for in the afay that you eat @C it you shall die.

Then the LORD goaf said, “It is not gooa( that the man should be alone; 1 will make him a ﬁe@aer as his
partner.” So out @C the grouna( the LORD God formea( every animal @C the fie[a( and every bird @C the air, and
Brougﬁt them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called each [iving creature,
that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds @C the air, and to every animal @C the
fie[a(; but for the man there was not founa( a ﬁe@aer as his _partner. So the LORD goaf caused a aﬁzep sﬁzep to fa[f
upon the man, and he s&zyt; then he took one @C his ribs and closed up its p[ace with f&zsﬁ, And the rib that the

LORD goaf had taken from the man he made into a woman and Erougﬁt her to the man. Then the man saia(,



“This at last is bone @C my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman,
for out @C Man this one was taken.’
T ﬁerefore a man leaves his fatﬁer and his mother and cfings to his w1fe, and tﬁey become one fﬁzsﬁ. And the

man cma( ﬁ‘LS Wlfe were Eotﬁ naﬁea(, cma( were not asﬁameaf

Now the serpent was movre crcfry than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the
woman, ‘Did goaf say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garoﬁzn”?’ The woman said to the serpent, “We
may eat @C the fmit @C the trees in the gamﬁzn; but goaf said, “You shall not eat @C the fmit @C the tree that is
in the middle @C the gamﬁzn, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.”’ But the serpent said to the woman,
“You will not die; for goaf knows that when you eat @C it your eyes will be openea(, and you will be [ike goaf,
Enowing gooa( and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was gooa( for fooa(, and that it was a aﬁzfigﬁt to
the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took @C its fmit and ate; and she also gave
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes (yc both were openea(, and tﬁey knew that
tﬁey were naked; and tﬁey sewed fig leaves togetﬁer and made loincloths for themselves.

Midrash On Genesis by Sandy Supowit

Eve Tells Her Granddaughters about the Tree

Colors were Brigﬁter then, newer, and at twifigﬁt when 1 walked alone tﬁrougﬁ the gamﬁzn, the crimson sEy
yatternea( the grouna( with rea(—gofa( bars between the [ong, black shadows (yc the tree trunks. It was a time (yc
aﬁsofutes-figﬁt and darkness, gooa( and evil, yartnersﬁi}a and loneliness. 1 was a[reaa(y _pregnant, my Ee[[y Just
Beginning to swell [ike the fmit on the wiaﬁzspreaa( branches all around me. She welcomed me with open arms,
that tree, and every evening 7 would lean in close and we would wﬁisper to each other. 1 would inhale the
musEy scent (yc her sappy bark and 1 would hear her gentﬁz [augﬁter in the leaves. We shared the secrets (yc
our ri}aening. She was my best friena(, my on[y friena(, as Adam had become a distant, afutlfu[ em}afoyee afoing
every task to tigﬁt—ﬁ'}a}aeaf pmfection, J'oyﬁzssfy. We had on[y three commandments then, and two @C them
concerned m[ing and suﬁa(uing, sometﬁing Adam took very seriousfy. Q\/[y J’OB was done, as far as 1was
concerned, in J'ust Eeing fmﬁfuf And so you see, that tree and 1 were kindred syirits-two quiet, Brooafing

femaﬁzs singing in the aﬁzepening dusk, girﬁcrienafs.

Adam was content, 1 think, to continue in that gamﬁzn forever because he didn't fee[ the thrill @C cﬁange the
way 7 did. It was a part @C me the way itisa part @C you, a part @C all femaﬁzs, the way rising and fa[fing is
part (yc the ocean tides or the way the moon's face turns first toward us and then away,. Cﬁange called to me

in the song @C that tree. 1 wanted to understand it and so 7 took that first bite, took it Bofaffy and without
hesitation, and 1 knew By the sﬁmy sweetness that ffooaﬁzaf my mouth that 1 had done a gooa( tﬁing, a natural



tﬁing, an honorable tﬁing. 1 say the taste qf that forﬁiafa&zn fruit was sﬁmy because it cut tﬁrougﬁ everytﬁing
and made a great divide between Eefore and qﬁer, between wondéring and Enowing, between the status quo
and a hundred million possiﬁi[ities. Adam never hesitated either, tﬁougﬁ he may say he did, but when he
tasted what 1 gave him, his eyes did not go round with wonder as mine had done, no. His eyes squeezeaf shut
and 1 saw the world's first tear fa[[ even as he let out the breath he never knew he had been ﬁofafing.

And one more tﬁing-tﬁere never was a snake. Adam may have tﬁougﬁt he saw one sfitﬁering away, but 1
believe that what he saw for the first time were those bars qf Brigﬁtness and shadow in the twi[igﬁt [ike a
prison door swinging open. There were on[y three qf us-me, the man, the tree-and a distant sound [ike

thunder, as Adam would say, like something heavy crashing down around us, or, as 1 remember it, applause.
A Reading from The Gospel of Mary Magdalen

Then Peter said to him, "You have been exp[aining every topic to us; tell us one other tﬁing. What is the
sin qf the world?"

The Savior re}a[ieaf, “There is no such tﬁing as sin; rather you yourse[ves are what }Woafuces sin when you
act in accordance with the nature qf aafuﬁfery, which is called 'sin.' For this reason, the gooaf came among
you, pursuing (the good) which Befongs to every nature. It will set it within its root."

Then he continued. He said, "This is wﬁy you get si[c]k and die: because [you love] what de[c]ei[ve]s [you].
[ﬂnyone who] thinks should consider (these matters)!

"[Ma]tter gav[e birth to a _passion which has no Image because it derives from what is contrary to
nature. ‘4 afisturﬁing confusion then occurred in the whole Boafy. That is wﬁy T told you, “Become content at
heart, while also remaining discontent and disobedient; indeed become contented and agreeaﬁﬁz (on[y) in the
presence qf that other Image qf nature.! Anyone with two ears ca}aaﬁﬁz qf ﬁeam’ng should [isten!"

When the Blessed One had said these tﬁings, he greeteaf them all. "Peace be with you! " he said. "illcquire
my peace within yourse[ves!

"Be on your guaraf so that no one deceives you By saying, 'Look over here!' or 'Look over there!' For the
child qf true ?(umanity exists within you. Follow it! Those who search for it will finaf it.

"Go then, }Weac[ﬁ] the gooaf news about the Realm. [Do] not [ay down any rule Beyonaf what 1 determined

for you, nor promu[gate law (ike the [awgiver, or else you migﬁt be dominated By it."

ﬂfrer he had said these tﬁings, he dé}aarteaf from them.

e .




A Poem Ey Antonio Machado
The wind, one brilliant afay, called

to my soul with an odor @C jasmine,

"“In return for the odor @C my jasmine,

9'd (ike all the odor @C your roses.”

"] have no roses. All the f[owers
n my garoﬁzn are dead.”

"“Well then 1'(l take the withered yeta[s,
and the ye[[ow leaves, and the waters (yc the

fountain, "

The wind ﬁzfr.,,anaf 1 wept, and 7 said to mysegc,

"“"What have you done with the gamﬁzn that was

entrusted to you?"
Closing Music

Haec Dies (William Byrd)

Closing Dialogue
Solo: Are you aware @C the [igﬁt and the peace within you?
Unison: We have the feeling and the movement,

The passion for the well-being of all.

Solo: Ligﬁt syreaa(s, just as love syreaa(s,
Are you willing to speak your feeling of light?
Unison: Yes, indeed, we must speak the feeling.
We must act the peace.

Solo: Then let us ymctice the fee[ing,
Let us ymctice the action @C peace.
Unison: Let us dance the feeling.
Let us dance the peace.
Let us dance from the light.

Solo: Let us move togetﬁer
In the [igﬁt and the peace.
Unison: Let us gofortﬁ in the power of the Spirit.



For more information about the CMangafen Commum’ty, pfease contact ‘Brizfgitt ﬂyers,
<61ﬁc§ey@rice.ezfu>. Please include “Nangafen Commum’ry” in the suﬁject (ine.



